50                        COMMERCIAL CRISES
ing the character of the modern industrial system is that
any errors or follies committed in one portion of it will
produce effects which will ramify through the whole sys-
tem.    We have here an industrial organism, not a mere
mechanical combination, and any disturbance in one part
of it will derange or vitiate, more or less, the whole.   The
phenomena which here appear belong to what has been
called fructifying causation.   One economic error produces
fruits which combine with those of another economic error,
and the product of the two is not their sum, nor even their
simple product, but the evil may be raised to a very high
power by the combination.   If a number of errors fall to-
gether the mischief is increased accordingly.   Currency and
tariff errors constantly react upon each other, and multi-
ply and develop each other in this way.   Furthermore, the
errors of one nation will be felt in other nations through
the relations of commerce and credit which are now so
close.    There is no limit to the interest which civilized
nations have in each other's economic and political wisdom,
for they all bear the consequences of each other's follies.
Hence when we have to deal with that form of economic
disease which we call a commercial crisis, we may trace
its origin to special errors in one country and in another,
and may trace out the actions and reactions by which the
effects have been communicated from one to another until
shared by all;   but no philosophy of a great commercial
crisis is adequate nowadays unless it embraces in its scope
the whole civilized world.   A commercial crisis is a distur-
bance in the harmonious operation of the parts of the in-
dustrial organism.    During economic health, the system
moves smoothly and harmoniously, expanding continually,
and its health and vigor are denoted by its growth, that is,
by the accumulation of capital, which stimulates in its
turn the hope, energy, and enterprise of men.   Industrial
disease  is  produced  by   disproportionate   production,   a